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Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to another school year! I will be your student’s 8th grade physical science teacher this year. This is your child’s last year in middle school, so a broad objective throughout the year will be a preparation for high school. I look forward to partnering with you to meet this goal. If you have questions about your students’ performance in my classroom, please feel free to contact me at school.  I am available after school (until 3:30 p.m.), or during my prep hour (1:32 pm – 2:25 pm).
COURSE DESCRIPTION
8th grade Physical Science is a class that is designed to provide hands-on lab experiences that utilize problem-solving and critical thinking skills in the areas of Physics and Chemistry. The course includes topics such as the Scientific Inquiry, Measurement, Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table, Radioactivity, Chemical Bonding, Chemical Reactions, Electromagnetic Radiation, Sound, Light, Energy Transformations, and Newton’s Laws of Motion.
COURSE OBJECTIVE

This course is designed to help students appreciate science both in their lives and on a worldwide scale while preparing them for an excellent high school career and beyond. Individual and group responsibility is emphasized continually. Positive attitudes, personal pride, enthusiasm for learning, and a desire to improve one’s self are discussed every day. This course is not designed to make scientists, but rather to encourage students to think more scientifically about the world around them. The curriculum for this course is aligned with the Washington State Essential Academic Learning Requirements.

IN-CLASS EXPECTATIONS

-Any type of food and/or drink is off limits in class.  I do allow gum in class, provided it is not seen or heard.
-Electronic device policy:  If I see it or hear it, I collect it and turn it in to the office.  

-All tardies are recorded.  Get here on time, be in your seat, and start your entry task.

-Keep the language and comments positive in your conversations with others.

-Respect ourselves, others, and ongoing learning.

-Tampering with and or adjusting lab equipment without prior permission is off limits.

-Follow all safety rules when performing lab work.

-If you’ve got a question or comment, please raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged.
-Take part in what we are doing!  This is your education, not mine.  Have fun and take ownership of this experience.
MATERIALS

All students are required to bring the following items with them EVERY DAY.

· Science textbook
· 3-ring binder with Science section clearly marked

· Composition notebook for a SCIENCE JOURNAL (which will be left in class)

· BLUE or BLACK pen or PENCIL – YOU MAY NOT WRITE IN GEL PEN!

CLASS INFORMATION
Online textbook access:    Glencoe Physical Science 2002   (student edition – full version)





Username:  PHYSICAL





Password:  qArEfu9ube

Class website:    

emsscience.weebly.com




Weekly schedules, due dates, and assignments are posted on a regular basis


GRADED TASKS

Homework/Class work/Entry Tasks/Projects

Quizzes/Tests/Exams

Labs/Lab write-ups

GRADING SCALE

Your letter grade is broken down into the following categories:

Tests and Quizzes:  50%

Assignments / Classwork / Lab Activities:  50%
(the homework includes daily assignments, entry tasks, Science Issue reports, and unit notebook grades)

The grading scale in my class follows the percentage values listed below.

A   =  94-100%

B+  =   87-89%

C+   =  77-79%

D+  =   67-69%

A-  =  90-93%

B    =   84-86%

C     =   74-76%

D    =   62-66%




B-   =  80-83%

C-    =  70-73%

F    =    below 62%



The semester grade will be an average of the two quarter grades and a semester final exam.

MAKE-UP WORK
If you are absent (ASB, sports, illness, family situation, etc.) it is your responsibility to get the assignment(s) missed from the teacher or arrange a make-up time. Students have the number of days absent to make up assignments, including labs. If assignments are not made up, they will be entered as a zero grade in the gradebook.

TURNING IN WORK
When assignments are due, they are to be turned in at the beginning of the class period on the day they are due.  I will collect assignments at the beginning of the class period that they are due.  After that time, the assignment will be considered late.  

LATE WORK
Late work results in an automatic 20% reduction of the grade.  Something late in excess of ONE week will receive an automatic zero.  You will be amply warned ahead of time as to when assignments are due.  The moral of the story is:  Don’t turn things in late!

EXTRA CREDIT
No extra credit point will be given until all the regular credit work has been turned in.  This means no missing assignments.  All extra credit will be due approximately one week before the end of a grading period.  Extra credit work that can help raise your grade consists of the following:

-writing out the definitions of the vocabulary words at the end of each chapter   (current chapters only)

-completing science worksheets that are provided in the extra credit file in class

-completing up to two extra Science Issue reports in addition to the ones that are already assigned.

A maximum amount of 150 points of extra credit can be earned each quarter.  Should all 150 points be earned, that student will raise their quarter grade by 3%.  If only 50 points of the 150 points possible are earned, then the student will raise their quarter grade by 1%.  Extra credit points start over at the beginning of each quarter.  Unused favor passes can be turned also be turned in for 10 points each at the end of each quarter.
HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS CLASS
1. Get here on time everyday.  It’s amazing how much you will miss if you are consistently a little bit late.

2. Keep up with your homework  (15-20 minutes about 3-4 days each week)
3. Be willing to ask questions and get help when you are stuck.

4. Listen well in class and take good notes.  Make sure your sources are good ones.

5. Have a good attitude towards the teacher and your classmates.  Smile once in awhile.

6. Keep your work organized.
Please sign the lines below indicating you have read and understand the above requirements and expectations of Mr. Landers’ 8th grade Physical Science class. This is the first assignment of the year.  I will check to see that this has been signed.  PLEASE DO NOT CUT THIS PORTION. THE SYLLABUS WILL BE KEPT IN THE FRONT OF THE LAB JOURNAL.)

_______________________________
_____________________________________
____________


student signature


              parent/guardian signature


       date






_______________________________





                         Parent/guardian e-mail address










